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Support the ecological revolution in Northern Syria
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Democratic Self-governance of Northern Syria




Infroduction

Five years have passed since the beginning of the Rojava Revolution. Beginning with the
heroic resistance of Kobani, the YPG/YPJ have pushed the reacfionary gangs of ISIS
back again and again. Ar the same time, the people of Rojava have successfully resisted
all hegemonical affempts to corrupt the revolufion. Inspired and shaped by fthe ideas of
Abdullah Ocalan and the sfruggle of the Kurdish freedom movement, Rojava is a
revolufionary project with the aim of challenging capifalist modernity through women's
liberation, ecology, and radical democracy. Despite the ongoing success of the Rojava
Revolufion, the people remain under pressure; the war against SIS, the daily terror attacks
by the Turkish stafe and the economic embargo, are obstacles for building up a new

sociefy. In this situafion, Rojava needs worldwide supporf more than ever.

Internationalist Commune - learn, support, organize

For many years, we, infernationalists from all over the world, have been working on many
facefs of the Rojava Revolution. Inspired by the revolutionary perspective of the Kurdish
freedom movement, we are here fo learn, and to supporf and help develop exisfing
projecfs. If is our aim fo organize a new generafion of infernationalists fo challenge
capifalist modernity. Supported by the youth movement in Rojava (YCR/YJC), we
esfablished fthe Infernationalist Commune of Rojava in early 2017. To dafe, our projects
have include organizing educatfional acfivifies, delegafions, language courses, and fhe

construction of the first civilian academy for infernationalists in Rojava.
A pillar of the revolufion: ecology

People who are alienated from nafure are alienated from themselves, and are self-destructive.
No system has shown this relationship more clearly than capitalist modernity; environmental
desfructfion and ecological crises go hand in hand with oppression and exploifafion of
people. The feckless mentality of maximum profit has brought our planef close fo the edge of
the abyss, and leff humanity in a whirlwind of war, hunger, and social crisis. Because of this,
developing an ecological sociefty is a pillar of the Rojava Revolution, alongside women's
liberation and a fofal democratization of all parts of life. This is about more than jusf
protecting nature by limiting damage fo if; if is abouf recreafing the balance between people
and nafure. It is about a "renewed, conscious and enlighted unification fowards a natural,

organic society” (Abdullah Ocalan).



Monoculture, water shorfage and air pollution: colonialism against humanity and nature

The results of the capifalist menfality and sfafe violence against society and the
environment are clearly visible in Rojava; the Baath regime was and remains uninferested
in an ecological society throughout all of Syria. The regime always focused on maximum
resource exploifation and high agriculfural production rate at the expense of
environmentfal profection, especially in colonized West Kurdistan. Systematic deforestafion
made monoculfure possible: wheat in Cizire Canton, olives in Afrin, and a mixture of bofh
in Kobani have altered the landscape of Rojava. For several decades it was forbidden fo
planf tfrees and vegefables, and the population was encouraged by repressive polifics
and deliberate underdeveloppment of the region fo migrafe as cheap labour to nearby
cifies like Aleppo, Ragga and Homs. Energy production and use (fossil fuels), senseless
waste management policies, and careless over-reliance on chemicals in agriculture,
damaged the ground, air and water. Buf the Rojava Revolution and the Rojavan people
sfruggle nof only with the ecopolitical heritage of the Baath regime, but also with the
ever-presenf and grave fhreaf of the hostile policies of Turkish State. Beside military
affacks, the consfant threar of an invasion, and an economic embargo, we also face the
problems caused results by Turkish goverment dam construction in occupied North
Kurdistan, and the consequent unconfrolled use of groundwater by Turkey for ifs
agriculfure. This aggressive siphoning reduces the flow info Rojavan rivers and lowers the
whole region’s groundwater level. We are witnessing how Turkish Stafe is systematically

closing Rojava's water fap.

Between war and embargo - ecological works in Rojava

The aftempts of the Turkish and Syrian regimes to strangle the revolufion in Rojava by
military, political and economic affacks, the war against ISIS, and the embargo, supported
by the South Kurdish KDP, are creating difficult circumstances for ecological projects in
Rojava. Although there are many current projects, including reforestafion, creation of
nafural reserves and environmenfally-friendly waste disposal facilifies, the infrastructure of
the Democrafic Self-Administration is sfill in a difficulf material situafion, making these goals
harder to achieve. The projects of most regional committees are either just beginning or
in the planning sfage. The ecological revolution, within the larger revolution, is sfill in ifs
infancy. It lacks environmental consciousness among the populafion, experf knowledge,

necessary technology, and a connection fo solidarity from abroad.



Our confribution to the ecological revolution: Make Rojava Green Again

We, fthe Infernafionalist Commune of Rojava, want fo confribute fo the ecological

revolufion in Northern Syria. To this end, we have started the campaign "Make Rojava

Green Again’, campaign in cooperation with the Ecology Committee of the Cizire

Canton. The campaign has fthree aspects:

1.

Building up fthe Infernationalist Academy with an ecological ethos, fo serve as
a working example for comparable projects and concepfs for fthe enfire
society. The academy will facilitate education for infernationalists and for the
general population of Rojava, fo strengthen awareness and environmental

consciousness, pushing fo build up an ecological society.

Joining the work of ecological projects for reforestation, and building up a

cooperafive free nursery as parf of the Internationalist Academy.

3. Material support for existing and future ecological projects of the Democratic

Self-administration, including sharing of knowledge beftween activists,
scientists and experfs with commitfees and sfructures in Rojava, developing a

long-ferm perspective for an ecological Northern Syria Federation.

The first two concrete projects of the “Make Rojava Green Again” campaign are:

* Realizafion of the concepfs of an ecological life and work in the Infernafionalist

Academy, partly with the building up a nursery as a part of the Academy. In the

spring of 2018, we will plant 2,000 trees in the area of the academy, and 50,000

shoofs in the nursery.

* Pracfical and financial support for the Committee for Natural Conservation in the

reforesfation of the Hayaka natural reserve, near the city of Derik, in Cizire Canfon.

Over the next five years, we plan to plant more then 50,000 frees along the

shores of Sefan Lake.

The collective work in the nursery will also be a part of the education in the

infernationalist academy, as well as a concrete expression of solidarity with the

communes, institutions, and sfructures of the populafion.



‘Make Rojava Green Again’ as a bridge for internationalist solidarity

These are some of the ways people can support the the campaign ‘Make Rojava Green

Again’, the ecological work in Rojava, and revolufion in Northern Syria.

. Share this campaign with activists, scienfists, and experts from fields such as

ecological agriculture, forestry, water supply, and susfainable energy production.

. Confact and liaise with activists, journalists, politicians and ofhers who would

be inferested in this campaign.
. Write, publish and share arficles and inferviews abouf the campaign.

. Share informafion with friends and family. Spread the word about the

growing ecological revolution in Rojava.

. Establish  contacts  beftween  persons/groups/organizafions and the
Infernationalist Commune of Rojava.

. Work in Rojava itself.
. Supporf the work financially.
Contact:

Mail: makerojavagreenagain@riseup.net
Web: www.internationalistcommune.com
Facebook: facebook.com/Communelnt

Twiter: twittercom/Communelnt

Donations fo:

Rote Hilfe

IBAN: CH82 0900 0000 8555 9939 2
BIC: POFICHBEXXX

Post Finance

Reference: "Make Rojava Green Again’



