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On my prison life on Iimral Island
Abdullah Ocalan

In a letter to the European Court of Human Rights¥,
Abdullah Ocalan outlines the conditions of his solitary
confinement on imrali Island, where he has been held
since 1999. He describes the severe isolation, limited
communication, and psychological challenges he
faces, shedding light on his experiences & methods of
resistance during over two decades of imprisonment.

*The letter was first published in English language by Medya News:

https://medyanews.net/the-single-comprehensive-address-of-an-
isolated-political-prisoner-to-the-outside-world-ocalans-letter-to-echr




On my prison life on imral Island

In all my talks and defence statements to date, | have
avoided speaking of my personal life. Barring general talk of
health issues and relations with the prison administration, |
have not spoken of how | have resisted the isolation that
the system designed, specially for me and solely for me, nor
how | endure being alone. | imagine the life practices that |
have developed against this absolute solitude and inactivity
will be what attracts most curiosity. When | was still a young
boy, an elder in our village regarded for his wisdom
observed my behaviour and activities and said something
to me that | still remember vividly: “Lo li cihé xwe rine, ma
di te da ciwa heye?”, which translated means, “sit still, have
you mercury in your veins?” | was as energetic as mercury is
fluid. The gods of the ancient myths could probably never
have thought of a worse punishment for me than tying me
to the rocks of imral..









































































